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CAIRO, Egypt (CNN) -- The father
of one of the hijackers who
commandeered the first plane that
crashed into the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001,
praised the recent terror attacks in
London and said many more
would follow.
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Speaking to CNN producer Ayman
Mohyeldin Tuesday in his apartment in the
upper-middle-class Cairo suburb of Giza,
Mohamed el-Amir said he would like to see
more attacks like the July 7 bombings of
three London subway trains and a bus that
killed 52 people, plus the four bombers.
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Displayed prominently in the apartment
were pictures of el-Amir's son, Mohamed
Atta, the man who is believed to have
piloted American Airlines Flight 11 into the
north tower of the World Trade Center as
part of the attacks on the United States.
El-Amir said the attacks in the United
States and the July 7 attacks in London
were the beginning of what would be a 50year religious war, in which there would be
many more fighters like his son.
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He declared that terror cells around the world were a "nuclear bomb that has now been
activated and is ticking."
The man, who gave his age as "at least 70," said he had no sorrow for what happened
in London, and said there was a double standard in the way the world viewed the
victims in London and victims in the Islamic world.
Cursing in Arabic, el-Amir also denounced Arab leaders and Muslims who condemned
the London attacks as being traitors and non-Muslims.
He passionately vowed that he would do anything within his power to encourage more
attacks.
When asked if he would allow a CNN crew to videotape another interview with him, elAmir said he would give his permission -- for a price of $5,000.
That money, he said, would not be kept for himself, but would be donated to someone
to carry out another terror attack.
El-Amir said that $5,000 was about how much it would cost to finance another attack in
London.
CNN's crew refused to pay for the interview and left after el-Amir's request.
It is CNN policy not to pay people for interviews.
A lawyer by trade, el-Amir had a sign on his apartment door saying he was a
consultant.
The security guard for the apartment building said el-Amir had been under surveillance
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by Egyptian agents for several months after the September 11 attacks, but no one had
been watching him recently.
Story Tools

Subscribe to Time for $1.99

Home Page

International Edition

Home Page

Get up-to-the minute news from CNN

Get up-to-the minute news from CNN

CNN.com gives you the latest stories and
video from the around the world, with indepth coverage of U.S. news, politics,
entertainment, health, crime, tech and
more.

CNN.com gives you the latest stories and
video from the around the world, with indepth coverage of U.S. news, politics,
entertainment, health, crime, tech and
more.

Languages

CNN TV

CNN International

Headline News

Transcripts

Advertise with Us

About Us

Search

© 2007 Cable News Network.
A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.
Terms under which this service is provided to you.
Read our privacy guidelines. Contact us. Site Map.

External sites open in new window; not endorsed by CNN.com
Pay service with live and archived video. Learn more
Download audio news |

Add RSS headlines

http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/meast/07/19/atta.father.terror/index.html

18/07/2008

